Eid El Adha

“The festivity of offering”
By Moustafa F. Moukarim

This is the only occasion celebrated by
“Mo’wa’he’doon” Druze. The date of Eid el
Adha is 70 days after the end of the Fasting
month or Ramadan.

To the “Mo’wa’he’doon” Druze, this is
the “Day of Reckoning”. Which is a
confession that our deeds are observed and
we shall be judged accordingly. This is a
reminder that we are responsible for our
actions, and that we are accountable for our
conducts. It is a reminder and emphasis of
“The Judgment Day”.

This day is preceded by “Liali el
Oshoor” the Ten Days of Oshoor. The word
Oshoor is from the word “Ashra” which
means “Ten”. During these ten days, a
dedicated Mo’wa’hid should pray all the
time, and should refrain from all the
pleasures of life, and should fast by not
eating during the day.

On the Last Day of Oshoor, or the night
before the Eid, that night is called “Laylat el
Wakfa” which means “The Night of
Observation” - or Laylat el Kadr” “The
Night of Destiny”. This night should be
spent with non-stop prayers and observance,
and the anticipation and coming of “The
Reckoning Day”. During the Day of Eid el
Adha, people congratulate each other and
celebrate together.
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PERSONAL NOTE:

I remember when we were kids in my town
Ras el Metn — we use to stay all night (especially
when the Eid happens to be in summer) near the
Khalwi  “retreat”, where the Mashaiekh were
praying. We use to light fires and fire works. There
was a myth that said that during the Laylat el Wakfa
the trees would bend down in reverence to the
Creator. We use to stay all night to see trees bending,
but off course, since that is a myth it never happened.
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THE OTHER THEORY RELATING
EID EL ADHA TO THE BIBLICAL
STORY OF THAT IS MENTIONED IN THE

BIBLE AND QURAN, “when Abraham’s
faith was tried by the Lord, he submitted his
whole self to Allah. And to prove his faith
and devotion, he agreed to sacrifice his son
Isaac, but the Lord relieved him from
scarifying his son by sending a lamb to be
scarified instead.” This is a comparison to
our sixth and seventh Commandments: “Our
Cheerful acceptance to whatever comes
from the Creator and our spontaneous
submission to His Will”.

In short, Eid El Adha is:

e This is the day of self-judgment,
whereby we reinforce our faith, and assess
and judge our actions and behavior.

e This is the day of recognition,
appreciation, and remembrance.

e This is the day of reckoning _s ccabua
and atonement Lad)) eSS,

e This is the day to celebrate God’s
existence and the revelation &S of His
instructions.

e This is the day to reconfirm Taw’ heed,
Unitarianism and the oneness of God.

Remember:

1. The Mind is our prophet, and He is
God’s Messenger in us.

2. God  blessed all of wus, without
discrimination, with the Mind.

3. Those who believe in the Mind and obey
Its Wisdom and instruction are rewarded by
salvation.

4. We are “Sage Unitarians (9> Jac~,
We accepted the Mind as a sparkle of
intelligence from our Creator. We
recognized the Mind as our destination,
because He united us with God our Creator.
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5. Taw’ heed, that is Unitarianism and
monotheism, is a direction towards learning
and knowledge. It is freedom, love, and the
power that seeks to achieve humanity in
humans, and it liberates us from the slavery
of ignorance.

6. The freedom of the individual is
essential in the Taw’ heed, Unitarian faith.
This blessing (freedom) confirms God’s
Divine Justice.

7. Reward and punishment are the results
of our deeds. Our deeds and actions reflect
on us, “what goes around comes around”.

Prayer My Lord Glory and praise to
you. You are the essence of my Soul you
are my guide and my love.

| believe in you and am approaching you
for your forgiveness and your protection, |
ask you to bless me with your Knowledge
and the comfort of my obedience and the
endurance of your instruction.

You are the healer of all ailments and the
provider of all needs, and you are fair in
your judgment. We consent and submit our
affairs to you.

Forgive us our sins and protect us from
the harassment of the deceivers and the
powers of every cursed devil.

My Lord glory to you, I thank you and |
praise you with dedication, you are the
proprietor of the present and to you shall
belong the judgment of the hereafter.
Amen.

Prayer before eating:
True Nourishment is four kinds:

Nourishing the Soul with Religion,
Nourishing the Heart with Certitude, and
Nourishing the Body with Legitimate
Sustenance. And Nourishing the Eye by
observance of the Glorious One.

Glory be to Him who bestowed
sustenance and did not exclude anyone
from His Grace.
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